
Date: May 31, 2020 
Series: Acts 
Message #39: “Provoked to Proclaim the Good News”  
Text: Acts 17:16-21 
 
Athens was the intellectual and philosophical center of the world at that time. It was also a religious center where 
almost every god in existence was worshipped. 
 
 
The city was swimming in countless philosophies, world views, and false gods, but very few citizens knew anything 
about the one true God and His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. And all of this was extremely upsetting to Paul. 
 
“his spirit was being provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols.” (v.16) 
 
 
“As believers, our hearts should ache and our eyes should blur at what we see around us—deceived souls denying 
the one God and giving allegiance to false deities.” (Kent Hughes) 
 
 
Paul was not only provoked he was more importantly moved to righteous action by what he observed (v.17). He 
could not keep silent in the face of idolatry and false religion. 
 
 
Nothing in our text that suggests that Paul tried to counter every error in the myriad of vain philosophies that were 
floating around Athens, but rather he simply preached the gospel of Jesus Christ which alone has the power to save 
us from our sins. 
 
 
Luke records the belittling and sarcastic response Paul received from the intellectuals (vs.18-21) 
 
The response of these philosophers was one of condescending mockery and their sincerity and openness to embrace 
Paul’s message was questionable, nevertheless God sovereignly opened the door for Paul to speak to the elite board 
of philosophers called the Aeropagus (next Sunday ����).  
 
 
Conclusion: 
 

• North America in 2020 is no less infested with idols than 1st century Athens. 
 
 

• What provokes you most as a citizen of our country?  
 
 

• Paul’s provocation compelled him to proclaim the gospel with whomever he crossed paths with. How is it 
for you?  
 

 
• We don’t need to be experts in what other people believe, although it is certainly helpful to have some 

knowledge of other religions, but we should be growing in our knowledge and ability to articulate the 
gospel. Are you prepared and active in sharing gospel? 

 


